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2020 has not been the year any of us wanted or expected.

It's been a tough 12 months for all of us and for far too many 

people across Birmingham this has been a year of anxiety, fear 

and grief.

But we have also seen Birmingham at its very best, with families 

pulling together, neighbours looking out for each other and 

communities showing real strength and spirit.

This has been a year for heroes - from our NHS staff and other 

frontline workers (including council staff) to carers, charities, community groups, faith groups and 

volunteers.

And I want to say a massive thank you to everyone who has played a part (big or small). This 

really is a caring and compassionate city and through our 'Brum We Can' campaign, we have 

highlighted and celebrated some of the good work being done by charities to help vulnerable 

children, the homeless, the lonely and others.

We can all be truly proud of Birmingham's collective response to the pandemic and the way we 

have supported each other gives me confidence that our city can and will bounce back in 2021.

But one thing I know for sure is that we cannot simply go back to the way things were. We must 

heed the lessons of the pandemic, ensuring that our recovery benefits every single community.

Covid-19 has exposed longstanding inequalities that my cabinet colleagues and I are 

determined to address.  

So, our recovery will be about building a fairer Birmingham to improve the lives and life chances 

of everyone right across the city.

For now, the danger hasn't passed and we still must do everything we can to stay safe and 

protect the people and communities of Birmingham.

So enjoy Christmas if you're celebrating and please have a happy and healthy New Year.

Warm Regards, Ian

Cllr Ian Ward, Leader of Birmingham City Council
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